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TO A 
Roman Catholick. 


r. NN N OU have heard ten thouſand Stories 
N „ XN of us who are commonly called Pro- 

| Y 51 teſtants, of which if you believe only 

| er A One in a thouſand, you muſt think very 

hardly of us. But this is quite con- 

trary to our Lord's Rule, , ge not that ve be nit judęed; 
and has many ill Conſequences, particularly this, it 
inclines us to think as hardly of yon. Hence we are 
on both Sides leſs willing to help one another, and 


more ready to hurt each other. Hence Brotherly 


Love 1s utterly deſtroyed : and each Side looking on 
the other as Monſters, gives way to Anger, Hatred, 
Malice, to every unkind Affection: which have fre- 
quently broke out into ſuch inhuman Barbarities, as 
are ſcarce named even among the Heathens, 
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2. Now can nothing be done, even allowing us on 
doth Sides to retain our own Opinions, for the ſoft- 
ning our Hearts towards each other, the giving a check 
to this Flood of Unkindneſs, and reſtoring at leaſt ſome 
ſmall Degree of Love among our Neighbours and 
Countrymen? Do not you wiſh for this? are you not 
ſully convinced, that Malice, Hatred, Revenge, Bit- 
terneſs, whether in us or in you, in our Hearts or 
yours, are an Abomination to the Lord? be our Opi- 
nions right or be they wrong, theſe Tempers are un- 


deniably wrong. 'I hey are the broad Road that leads 
to Deſtruction, to the nethermoſt Hell. | 


3. 1000 not ſuppoſe all the Bitterneſs is on your 
Side, know there is too much on our Side alſo. 
So much that I fear many Proteſtants (ſo called) will 
be angry at me too, for writing to you in this Man- 


ner; and will ſay, it is ſhewing you too much 


« Favour; 


vou deſerve no ſuch IJreatment at our 
« Hands.” 1 . 


4. But T think you do. I think you deſerve the 


tendereſt Regard I can ſhew, were it only becauſe the 


ſame Gop has raiſed you and me from the Duſt of the 
Earth, and has made us both, capable of loving and 
enjoying him to Eternity: were it only becauſe the 
Son of Gov has bought you and me with his own 

How much more, if you are a Perſon fear- 
ing God (as without Queſtion many of you are) and 


| ſtudying to have a Conſcience void of Offence towards 


Gop and towards Man ? 


6. I ſhall therefore endeavour as mildly and in- 


_ offenſively as I can, to remove in ſome meaſure the 


Ground of your Unkindneſs, by plainly declaring 
Pradtice is: that you 

may ſee, we are not altogether ſuch Monſters, as 

perhaps you imagine us to be. ; 


A true 
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A true Proteſtant may expreſs his Belief in theſe, 


or the like Words. 


6. As I am aflured, that there is an infinite and in- 


dependent Being, and that it is impoſſible, there ſhould 


be more than One, ſo I believe that this one Goo is 
the Father of all Things, eſpecially of Angels and 
Men: that he is in a peculiar Manner the t ather of 
thoſe, whom he regenerates by his Spirit, whom he 
adopts in his Son, as Co-heirs with him, and crowns 


with an eternal Inheritance: but in a ſtill higher Senſe, 


the Father of his only Son, whom he hath begotten 
from Eternity. | | L 


I believe this Father of All, not only to be able to 
do whatſoever pleaſeth him, but alſo to have an 
eternal Right, of making what and when and how 
he pleaſeth, and of Poſſeſſing and Diſpoſing of all 


that he has made: and that he hs of his own Good- 


neſs, created Heaven and Earth, and all that is- 
therein. . | — 8 


7. I believe that Jesvs of Nazareth was the Savi- 


our of the World, the Miah ſo long foretold : that 
being dnointed with the Holy Ghoſt, he was a Pro- 
| phet, revealing to us the whole Will of Gop : that 


he was a Prieſt, who gave himſelf a Sacrifice for Sin, 


and ſtill makes Interceſſion for 'Tranſgreſſors : that 


he is a King, who has all Power in Heaven and in 
Earth, and will reign till he has ſubdued all Things 


to himſelf. | 


I believe, he is the proper, natural Son of Gov, 


 Gop of Gov, very Gop of very Gop :. and. that he 
is the Lord of All, having abſolute, ſupreme, univer- 


ſal Dominion over all Things. But more peculiarly 
our Lord, who believe in him, both by Conqueſt, Pur- 


AS 5-6 belles: 
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I believe that He was made Man joining the hu- 
man Nature with the divine in one Perſon : being con- 
ceived by the ſingular Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and born of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, who as well af- 

ter as before ſhe brought him forth, continued a pure 
and unſpotted Virgin. 5 | 


I believe, he ſuffered inexpreflible Pains both of 
Body and Soul, and at laſt, Death, even the Death of 
the Croſs, at the Time that Pontius Pilate govern'd Ju- 
_ ga, under the Roman Emperor: that his Body was then 
laid in the Grave, and his Soul went to the Place of 
ſeparate Spirits : that the third Day he roſe _ 
from the Dead : that he aſcended into Heaven ; where 
he remains in the Midſt of the Throne of Gop, in 
the higheſt Power and Glory, as Mediator, till the 
End of the World, as Gop to all Eternity: that in 
the End, he will come down from Heaven, to judge 
every Man according to his Works ; both thoſe who 
1 1 then alive, and all who have died before that 
ay. | 


8. I believe the infinite and eternal Spirit of Gop, 
equal with the Father and the Son, to be not only per- 
fectly Holy in himſelf but the immediate Cauſe of all 
Holineſs in us; enlightning our Underſtandings, rec- 
tifying our Wills and Affections, renewing our Na- 
tures, uniting our Perſons to Chriſt, aſſuring us of the 
Adoption of Sons, leading us in our Actions; purify- 
ing and ſanctifying our Souls and Bodies, to a full and 
eternal Enjoyment of Gor. h 


9. I believe that Chriſt by his Apoſtles gathered un- 

to himfelf a Church, to which he has continually ad- 
ded ſuch as ſhall be ſaved : that this catholick, that 
is, univerſal Church, extending to all Nations and 
all Ages, is holy in all its Members, who have Fel- 
lowſhip with God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt : 
that they have Fellowſhip with the holy Angels, who 


410 


conſtantly miniſter to theſe Heirs of Salvation: and 
with all the living Members of Chriſt on Earth, as 
well as all who are departed in his Faith and Fear. 


„„ believe Gon forgives all the Sins of them 
that truly repent and unfeignedly believe his ied 
Goſpel ; and that at the laſt Day, all Men ſhall rite 
again, every one with his own Body. 


I believe, that as the Unjuſt ſhall after their Yaſs: 
rection, be tormented in Hell for ever, ſo the Juſt ſhall 


enjoy inconceivable Happineſs in the Preſence of Go 
to all Eternity. 


11. Now is there any Thing wrong in this ? 1s 


there any one Point which you do not believe as well 
as we? | 


But you think we ought to believe more. We 
will not now enter into the Diſpute. Only let me 
aſk, if a Man fincerely believes thus much, and prac- 
_ tices accordingly, can any one poſſibly perſuade you 
to Os that ſuch a Man mall periſh everlaſt- 
ingly ? | 


„ But does he practice accordingly ? if he doe; 


not, we grant all his Faith will not ſave him. And 


this leads me to ſhew you in few and plain Words, 
what the Practice of a true Proteſtant is. 


I ſay, a true Proteſtant : for I diſclaim all common 
Swearers, Sabbath-breakers, Drunkards : all Whore- 
mongers, Liars, Cheats, Extortioners : in a Word, 
all that live in open Sin. Theſe are no Proteſtants ; 
they are no Chriſtians at all. Give them their own 
Name: they are open Ileathens. They are the Curſe 
of the Nation, the Bane of Society, the Shame of 
Manking, the Scum of the Earth. 


13z. A true Proteſtant believes in Gov, * has a full 
Confidence in his Mercy, fears him with a flial Pear, 
and 
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(8) 
and loves him with all his Soul. He worſhips Gon 
In Spirit and in Truth, in every T hing gives him 
Thanks; calls upon him with his Heart as well as 
his Lips, at all Times and in all Places: honours his 


holy Name and his Word, and ſerves him truly all the 
Days of his Life. 65 


Now, do not you yourſelf approve of this? is there 
any one Point you can condemn ? do not you practiſe, 
as well as approve of it? can you ever be happy, if 
you do not? can you ever expect true Peace in this, 
or Glory in the World to come, if you do not believe 


in Gop thro' Chrilt, if you do not thus fear and love 


(Gz0p ? my dear Friend, conſider, I am not perſuad- 


ing you to leave or change your Religion ; bat to fol- 
low after that Fear and Love of 'Gon, without which 
all Religion is vain. I ſay not a Word to you about 
your Opinions or outward Manner of Worſhip. But 
1 ſay, all Worſhip is an Abomination to the Lord, 
_ unleſs you worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, wit 
your Heart as well as your Lips, with your Spirit 
and with your Underſtanding alſo. Be your Form 


of Worſhip what it will; but in every Thing give 
him Thanks: elſe it is all but loſt Labour. Uſe 
whatever outward Obſervances you pleaſe, but put 
your whole Truſt in him : but honour his holy Name 


and his Word, and ſerve him truly all the Days of 


your Life. 


14. Again. A true Proteſtant loves his Neighbour, 
that is, every Man, Friend or Enemy, Good or Bad, 


as himſelf, as he loves his own Soul, as Chriſt loved 


us. And as Chriſt laid down his Life for us, ſo 1s 
he ready to lay down his Life for his Brethren. He 


ſhews this Love, by doing to all Men in all Points, as 
he would they ſhould do unto him. He loves, ho- 
nours, ahd obeys his Father and Mother, and helps 


them to the uttermoſt of his Power. He honours and 
obeys the King, and all that are put in Authority un- 


der him. He chearfully ſubmits to all his Gover- 
nors, Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors and Maſters. He 
5 | behaves 


EI 
r 


4 
1 
* 
3 
7 4 
40 
ſ 
. E 
4 . 


them to the utmo 


(9) 


behaves lowly and reverently to all his Betters. He 


hurts no body by Word or Deed. He is true and 
juſt in all his Dealings. He bears no Malice or Ha- 
tred in his Heart. He abſtains from all Evil-ipeak- 
ing, Lying and Slandering, neither is Guile found in 
his Mouth. Knowing his Body to be the Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt, he keeps it in Sobriety, Temperance 
and Chaſtity. He does not deſire other Men's Goods, 
but is content with that he hath, labours to get his 
own Living, and to do the whole Will of God in that 
State of Life unto which it has pleaſed Gop to call 
him. Le | 


15. Have you any thing to reprove in this? are 


you not herein even as he? if not (tell the Truth) 


are you not condemned, both by Gop and your 


own Conſcience ? can you fall ſhort in any one 


Point hereof, without falling ſhort of being a Chriſ- 


tian? 


Come, my Brother, and let us reaſon together. Are 
you right if you only love your Friend and hate your 
Enemy ? do noteven the Heathens and Publicans ſo ? 
you are called to love your Enemies : to bleſs them 
that curſe you, and to pray for them that deſpightfully 
uſe you and perſecute you. But are you not diſobedi- 
ent to the heavenly Calling ? does your tender Love 
to all Men, not only the Good, but alſo the Evil and 


Unthankful, approve you the Cnild of your Father 
Which is in Heaven? otherwiſe whatever you believe 


and whatever you practiſe, you are of your Father the 
Devil. Are you ready to-lay down your Life for your 


Brethren ? and do you do unto all, as you would they 


ſhould do unto you? if not, do not deceive your own 

Soul. You are but a Heathen ſtill. Do you love, 

honour, and obey 1 Father and Mother, and help 
of your Power? do you honour 


and cbey all in Authority ? all your Governors, ſpi- 
ritual Paſtors and Maſters ? do you behave lowly and 
reverently to all your Betters? do you hurt no body 

by Word or Deed ? are you true and juſt in all your | 


e 

Dealings? do you take Care to pay whatever you 
owe? do you feel no Malice, or Envy or Revenge, 
no Hatred or Bitterneſs to any Man? if you do, it 
is plain, you are not of Gop ; for all theſe are the 
Tempers of the Devil Do you ſpeak the Truth 
from your Heart to all Men, and that in Tenderneſs 
and Love? are you an Hraclite indeed, in whom is 
no Guile ? do you keep your Body in Sobriety, Tem- 
perance and Chaſtity, as knowing it is the Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and that if any Man defile the T'em- 
ple of Gop, him will Gop deſtroy ? have you learn- 
ed in every State wherein you are, therewith to be 
content? do you labour to get your own Living, ab- 
horing Idleneſs as you abhor Hell-fire? the Devil 
tempts other Men: but an idle Man tempts the Devil. 
An idle Man's Brain is the Devil's Shop, where he is 
continually working Miſchief. Are you not ſlothful 
in Buſineſs ? whatever your Hand finds to do, do you 
do it with your Might ? and do you do all, as unto 
the Lord, as a Sacrifice to Gop, acceptable in Chriſt 


= | Rp 
| This, and this alone is the old Religion. This is 


true, primitive Chriſtianity. O when ſhall it ſpread 


over all the Earth ! when ſhall it be found both in us 


and you ? without waiting for others, let each of us, 
by the Grace of God, amend One, | 


16. Are we not thus far agreed ? let us thank Gop 
for this, and receive it as a freſh Token of his Love. 
But if Gop ſtill loveth us, we ought alſo to love one 
another. We ought, without this endleſs Jangling 
about Opinions, to provoke one another to Love and 
to Good Works. Let the Points wherein we differ 
ſtand aſide : here are enough wherein we agree, e- 
nough to be the Ground of every Chriſtian Temper, 
and of every Chriſtian Action. | ” 


O Brethren, let us not ſtill fall out by the Way. I 
hope to ſee you in Heaven. And if I practice the 
Religion above deſcribed, you dare not fay, I ſhatl 

SRL : 80 


1 
o to Hell. You cannot think ſo. None can per- 
uade you to it. Vour own Conſcience tells you the 
contrary. Then if we cannot as yet thirk alike in 
all Things, at leaſt we may /ove a/ize, Herein we 
cannot poſſibly do amiſs. For of one Point none 
can doubt a Moment, Gov is Love: and he that 
dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in Gop and Gop in 


him. 


17. In the Name then, and in the Strength of Goo, 
let us reſolve, Firſt, not to hurt one another: to do 
nothing unkind or unfriendly to each other, nothing 
which we would not have done to ourielves. Ra- 
ther let us endeavour after every Inſtance of a kind, 
friendly and Chriſtian Behaviour towards each o- 
„ | | 


Let us reſolve, Secondly, Gop being our Helper, 
to ſpeak nothing harſh or unkind of each other. 
The ſure Way to avoid this, is to ſay all the Good 
we can, both of and to one another: in all our 
Converſation, either with, or concerning each other, 
to uſe only the Language of Love: to ipeak with all 
Softneſs and Tenderneſs : with the moſt endearing 
Expreſſion, which is conſiſtent with Truth and Sin- 
cerity. | | . . . 
Let us, Thirdly, reſolve, to harbour no unkind 
Thought, no unfriendly Temper towards cach other. 
Let us lay the Ax to the Root of the Tree; let us 
examine all that riſes in our Heart, and ſuffer no Diſ- 
Poſition there, which is contrary to tender Affection. 
Then ſhall we eaſily refrain from unkind Actions 
and Words, when the very Root of Bitterneſs is 
cut up. | 


Let us, Fourthly, endeavour, to help each other 
on, in whatever we are agreed leads to the Kingdom. 
So far as we can, let us always rejoice to ſtrengthen 
_ each other's Hands in Gop. Above all, let us each 

take heed unto himſelf (ſince each muſt give an Ac- 
count of himſelf to Gop) that he fall not ſhort of 

EE „ | the 
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che Religion of Love; chat he be not condemned in 


that he himſelf approveth. O let you and I (Whatever 


others do) preſs on to the Prize of our high Calling : 
that being juſtified by Faith we may have Peace with 
Gov thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: that we may re- 
Joice in Gop thro' Jeſns Chriſt, by whom we have 
received the Atonement : that the Love of Gop may 


be ſhed abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt 


which is given unto us. Let us count all Things but 


Loſs for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord : being ready for him to ſuffer the 


Loſs of all Things, and counting them but Dung that 
we may win Chriſt, 


J am, 


5 Your Affectionate Servant, 
 Dvnprin, N 


July 18, 1749. 35 
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